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National Weather Summary 
February 16-22, 1981 


HIGHLIGHTS: Mild, spring-like temperatures domina-- 
ted the Nation. Many record-high temperatures were 
reached on several days of the week from southern 
California to New England and from western Montana 
to Alabama. Average temperatures were as much as 
27° warmer than normal in the northern Plains and 
30° in parts of New England. Some winter grasses 
were reported to be breaking dormancy as far north 
as Montana. Precipitation was widespread from the 
Mississippi Valley eastward. Heavy rain in the 
Northwest and the Northeast caused some flooding. 





MONDAY...Showers were scattered throughout the 
Pacific Northwest. Light rain and showers also 
spread from the eastern gulf coast and Florida ac- 
ross the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys through the 
southern and central Appalachians into New York. 

It was springtime in winter over the north central 
States as nearly two dozen new record-high tempera- 
tures were set from the northern and central Plains 
to the Great Lakes. 


TUESDAY...Low pressure over the Gulf of Mexico con- 
tinued to produce widely scattered showers as far 
north as Kentucky and Virginia. A cold front trig- 
gered showers along the northern Atlantic Coast. 
Another cold front caused scattered showers over 
western Washington, the northern Plateau and Rockies 
Unusually mild weather continued over all of the 
Nation. The area of cities reporting record-high 
temperatures expanded eastward to New England. 


WEDNESDAY...Record-high temperatures began to be 
broken in the morning from Michigan to New England 
and by afternoon were as much as 30° above normal 
from Nevada to New England. A low pressure system 
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brought showers and thunderstorms to the Southeast 
and a colid front continued the showers in the 
Pacific Northwest. 


THURSDAY...A new cold front brought showers and 
thunderstorms to the northern Pacific Coast and 
Showers and strong winds spread through the North- 
west. Wet weather continued in the East and thun- 
dershowers developed through the Ohio Valley and 
the Middle Atlantic States. The warm weather con- 
tinued, with record-high temperatures at about 40 
cities from San Diego, Ca. to Caribou, Me. Bill- 
ings, Mont. reached 70° by mid-afternoon. 


scattered rain and snowshcwers con- 
of the northern and central Rockies 
and gusty winds were reported from southern Califor- 
nia to Montana. In the East, rain fell from the 
upper Ohio Valley and lower Great Lakes region 
through the northern half of the Atlantic Coast. 
Showers and occasional thunderstorms were reported 
in North Carolina. Spring-like weather continued 
across the Nation and flooding was reported along 
some rivers in the East due to the combined effects 
of rain, melting snow, and ice jams. 


FRIDAY...Widely 
tinued in parts 


SATURDAY...Continuing rain from a low center moving 
slowly along the mid-Atlantic States compounded the 
threat of flooding on northeastern rivers. Snow 
fell in the central Rockies early in the day and 
then a cold front brought showers throughout the 
Mississippi Valley and thunderstorms to the lower 
Valley. 


SUNDAY...A strong low pressure center over northern 
Illinois brought snow to the upper Mississippi 
Valley and light rain and drizzle to much of eas- 
tern United States. Some thunderstorms were report- 
ed in the Ohio Valley. Temperatures were cooler 

to the west of the low center but were still mild 
for this time of year. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
February 16-22, 1981 
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SCALE OF SHADES 


i ae No Measurable 
— . - ' Precipitation 
; 0.01 to 0.3 inch 
Borrow 0 - ‘ ‘ . a a ° 
ALASKA = ¢ as : 0.3 to 0.8 inch 
Nome Q.1 Foirbonks \ = 0.8 to 2 inches 
Stee | “ee 82 can | 3 Huis] Over 2 inches 
IL whys — Honolulu 90.3 
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"be 2 ego Q HAWAII NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 


























DEPTH OF SNOW ON THE GROUND, INCHES 
February 23, 1981 
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NOTE:-This chart will be issued on Tuesday dur- 
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regular 
National Weather Service and sclected cooperative 
stations. 


ma | 
if $ s~—Ave. 
‘6 - 4S. x Shaded portions represent areas covered with 
ae Ss snow; lines indicate depth in inches. No attempt is 
. made to indicate areas and depths that may exist at , 
HO) high altitudes in the Rocky Mountains, bevond the Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
4 figures shown by reports from regular National cooperative stations, 
5 Weather Service and a few special cooperative sta- 


ALASKA 
tions. Dotte@line shows limits of last week's cover. Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (°F) 
February 16-22, 1981 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
PALMER INDEX 
— February 21, 1981 
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CAUTIONARY NOTE: IN FROZEN AREAS, SOME MOISTURE 
MAY BE ABOVE GROUND AS SNOW OR ICE AND MAY 


EVAPORATE OR RUN OFF RATHER THAN SOAK IN. NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











DROUGHT INDEX (PALMER) BY DIVISION 


ABOVE +4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 
3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 
-5 to .9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
-4 to -.4 NEAR NORMAL 


- .5 to - .9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 

-1.0 to -1.9 

-2.0 to -2. 

-3.0 to -3. 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT 
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AVERAGE SOIL TEMPERATURE (°F) AT THE 4-INCH DEPTH IN BARE FIELDS 
February 16-22, 1981 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


CAUTION SHOULD BE USED IN INTERPOLATING VALUES FROM THIS 
GENERALIZED MAP (ESPECIALLY OVER MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS WHERE 


TEMPERATURES ARE DEPICTED BY DASHED ISOTHERMS) 











DEPARTURE OF AVERAGE SOIL TEMPERATURE (°F) 
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FOR 4-INCH BARE SOILS. 











Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Feb. 22, 1981 





STATES 


AND 


STATIONS 


TEMPERATURE 


0 


ro 


PRECIPITATION 


RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY, 
PERCENT 


NUMBER 


OF DAYS 





TEMPERA- 
TURE °F 


PRECIPI- 
TATION 





AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 


AVERAGE 


DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 


IN, 


WEEKLY 
TOTAL, 


1 


REATEST IN 
IN. 

Dec. 
NORMAL 


FROM NORMAL 
Sh -uoUR, IN, 


DEPARTURE 
TOTAL, 

SINCE 

PCT, 

SINCE ‘non. 4 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 


90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 


OR MORE 





BTRM INGHAM 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FATLRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 

NOME 

F LAGS TAFF 
PHOEN IX 
TUCSON 
WINSLOW 
YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
RED BLUFF 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCK TON 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 

BR TDGE PORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
APALACHICOLA 
DAYTONA BEACH 
FORT MYERS 
JACKSONVIULE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
TALLAHASSFE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUT 
LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CATRO 
CHICAGO 
MOLINE 
PEORTA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDTANAPOLTS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SfOUX CITY 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOOD LAND 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 

LE XINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
BATON ROUGE 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Feb. 22, 1981 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 


@] 
TEMPERATURE F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY. TEMPERA- | PRECIPI- 
PERCENT # TURE °F | TATION 








STATES 


IN, 
IN., 


AND 


NORMAL 


STATIONS 


FROM NORMAL 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 

U-HOUR, IN, 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
EXTREME 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, 
DEPARTURE 
TOTAL, 

SINCE nec. 1 
SINCE nec. 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 


PCT, 
32 AND BELOW 


90 AND ABOVE 
OR MORE 
OR MORE 





LAXE CHARLES 

NEW ORLEANS 

SHREVE PORT 

CARIBOU 

PORTLAND 

BALTIMORE 

BOS TON 

CHATHAM 

ALPENA 

DETROIT 

FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 

HOUGHTON LAKE 

LANSING 

MARQUETTE 

MUSKEGON 

SAULT STE. MARIE 

DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 

MINNEAPOLIS 

ROCHESTER 

SAINT CLOUD 

JACKSON 

MERIBIAN 

COLUMBIA 

KANSAS CITY 

SAINT LOUIS 

SPRINGFIELD 

BILLINGS 

GLASGOW 

GREAT FALLS 

HAVRE 

HELENA 

KALISPELL 

MILES CITY 

MISS@QULA 

GRAND ISLAND 

LINCOLN 

WOR FOLK 

NORTH PLATTE 

OMAHA 

VALENTINE 

ELY 

LAS VEGAS 

RENO 

WINNEMI'CCA 

CONCORD 

ATLANTIC CITY 

TRENTON 

ALBUQUERQUE 

ROSWELL 

ALBANY 

BINGHAMTON 

BUFFALO 55 

NEW YORK 55 

ROCHESTER 55 

SYRACUSE 60 

ASHEVILLE 57 

CHARLOTTE 65 

GREENSBORO 63 

HATTERAS 42 

RALE ICH 66 

WILMINGTON 66 

BISMARCK 52 

FARGO 48 

WILLISTON 52 

AKRON-CANTON 52 

CINCINNATI 55 2 62 

CLEVELAND 5] 

COLUMBUS 54 60 

DAYTON 53 59 

TOLEDO 48 57 

YOUNGS TOWN 49 59 
OK OKLAHOMA CITY 71 R4 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Feb. 22, 198] 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 


TEMPERATURE —F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY .§| TEMPERA- | PRECIPI- 
STATES PERCENT TURE °F! TATION 








AND 


IN., 
NORMAL 


SINCE Dec. 1 


STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
EXTREME 
GREATEST IN 
4-HOUR, IN, 


AVERAGE 
FROM NORMAL 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
DEPARTURE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
TOTAL. 
SINCE pec. 1 
AVERAGE 

MAX IMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 


PCT, 
32 AND BELOW 


90 AND ABOVE 
.0O1 INCH 
OR MORE 
.50 INCH 
OR MORE 





TULSA 83 
ASTORIA 5 64 
BURNS 51 
MEDFORD 65 
PENDLETON 64 
PORTLAND 64 
SALEM 61 
ALLENTOWN 65 
ERIE 61 
HARRISBURG 65 
PHILADELPHIA 68 
PITTSBURGH 65 
SCRANTON 4 
PROVIDENCE 72 
CHARLESTON 72 
COLUMBIA 74 
GREENVILLE 6} 68 
ABERDEEN 61 
HURON ’ 65 
RAPID CITY 63 
SIOUX FALLS 70 
CHATTANOOGA 70 
KNOXVILLE 68 
MEMPHIS 74 
NASHVILLE | 72 
ABILENE 82 
AMAR ILLO 83 
AUSTIN 81 
BEAUMONT 75 
BROWNSVILLE 82 
CORPUS CHRISTI 82 
DEL R10 84 
EL PASO 80 
FORT WORTH 83 
GALVESTON 68 
HOUS TON é 82 
LUBBOCK 8} 
MIDLAND 59 79 
SAN ANGELO 8) 
SAN ANTONIO 81 
VICTORIA 82 
WACO 78 
WICHITA FALLS : 86 
BLANDING 2 63 
SALT LAKE CITY 61 
BURLINGTON 62 
LYNCHBURG 67 
NORFOLK 71 
R ICHMOND 73 
ROANOKE 67 
COLVILLE ! 38 52 
OMAK , 36 62 
QU ILLAYUTE 4] 61 
SEATTLE -TACOMA 4d 56 
SPOKANE 35 53 
WALLA-WALLA 42 64 
YAKIMA 35 64 
BECK LEY 4) 63 48 
CHARLESTON 650 41 70 50 
HUNT INGTON 60 43 68 51 
PARKERSBURG 59 43 70 51 
GREEN BAY 47 33 55 40 
LA CROSSE 56 36 64 46 
MADISON 53 32 61 43 
MILWAUKEE 49 35 59 42 
CASPER 52 26 59 39 
CHEYENNE 54 31 62 43 
LANDER 50 26 59 38 
SHERIDAN 53 30 66 2 4) 
SAN JUAN 85 7% 87 79 
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BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1941-70 NORMALS 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 


HIGHLIGHTS: Temperatures were well-—above normal 
in all regions of the Nation. The warm weather 
melted most of the snowcover in northern areas 
and encouraged growth of crops and pastures in 
southern areas. Widespread precipitation cur- 
tailed field activities across the South where 
farmers had only 2 to 4 days suitable for field- 
work. Farmers in a few southern areas were able. 
to plant limited acreages of corn and sorghum. 
Winter wheat generally rated fair to good. 
Farmers began fertilizing wheat in southern areas 
where mild temperatures encouraged growth. 
Pastures also showed improvement from the above- 
normal temperatures and recent rains. Fruit 
growers continued to prune mature trees, set out 
new trees, and apply dormant sprays. Vegetable 
planting and harvesting continued active across 
the South. Calving and lambing extended through- 
out all areas of the Nation; no unusual losses 
were reported. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat generally rated fair 
to good in major producing States. Above-normal 
temperatures and ample soil moisture encouraged 
early spring growth in southern areas. Spring- 
like weather in northern growing areas melted 
much of the remaining snowcover. 

Kansas winter wheat condition rated fair, 
varying from excellent in some districts to poor 
in others. There were scattered light wind damage 
and light greenbug infestations in the southern 
third of the State. 

Winter wheat and other small grains in 
Oklahoma need additional moisture for good growth. 
Small grain fields in Texas responded to the 

warm weather, but continued growth decreased 
topsoil moisture supplies especially in the wheat 
fields of the Panhandle where rain is needed. 

Signs of moisture stress were evident in small 
erain fields in Central and South Texas. Green- 
bug infestations were increasing with the warmer 
temperatures. Winter wheat rated mostly fair to 
good, although condition was reported poor in a 
few areas. 

Arizona small grains made excellent progress 
under ideal conditions. Earliest planted fields 
were developing heads, substantially ahead of 
normal. Winter wheat in the Pacific Northwest 
was in good to excellent condition with weed 
spraying continuing. Warm weather stimulated 
growth in California's small grain fields. 

Aerial application of herbicides increased and 
some spraying for aphid control in wheat fields 
was noted. Montana's winter wheat was in 
generally fair condition with light to moderate 
wind damage. There was very little snowcover. 
Across the South, farmers topdressed fields as 
weather permitted. 


OTHER CROPS: Florida's sugarcane harvest neared 
completion, but harvesting in Texas remained 
active. Corn and sorghum planting advanced ahead 
of schedule in southern areas‘'of Texas. Corn 
planting started in Florida. Tobacco growers 
prepared and planted seedbeds. 


- 22, 1981 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Varm temperatures and raia 
improved citrus grove conditions in Florida. New 
growth and bloom-bud formation was beginning. 
Harvest of early and midseason oranges neared 
completion. 

In Arizona, deciduous fruit trees showed 
Substantial new growth and small fruit. Grape 
vines were growing very well. Harvests of lemons, 
tangerines, grapefruit and Valencia oranges made 
seasonal progress. Trees showed abundant new 
growth; blooms were increasing. 

Early variety stone fruits were nearing full 
bloom in the upper San Joaquin Valley area of 
California. Desert grapefruit, lemon, Navel 
Orange, and Minneola tangelo harvests continued 
active. Desert lemons were almost finished. All 
major almond varieties in the Central Valley were 
in or past full bloom under ideal conditions. 

Deciduous fruit growers pruned trees, applied 
dormant sprays, and planted new trees. 


VEGETABLES: Above normal temperatures prevailed 
in Florida's vegetable growing areas. Overall 
vegetable shipments were 2% below the previous 
week. Harvests gained for cabbage, cauliflower, 
cucumbers, eggplant, escarole, and peppers. 
Steady supplies were available for carrots, 
celery, sweet corn, lettuce, radishes, and squash. 
Volume declined for snap beans, Chinese cabbage, 
Okra, parsley, and tomatoes. The potato harvest 
increased, with quality and size mostly good. 
Germination and growth of the watermelon crop was 
improved by the mild temperatures. 

In the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, harvesting 
of cabbage, carrots, broccoli, and lettuce con- 
tinued. Spring onions made steady progress. 
Watermelon and tomato planting was active. In 
the Coastal Bend and East Texas area, cabbage, 
potato, lettuce, and broccoli were planted. In 
the San Antonio-Winter Garden area, harvesting 
of cabbage and carrots continued. The chili 
pepper harvest continued in the Trans-Pecos 
region. Onions made good progress. 

California's artichoke harvest increased 
seasonally on the Central Coast. In the Salinas 
Valley the asparagus harvest gained momentum while 
it just started in Woodland and Firebough. The 
carrot harvest was active in the Desert and in 
the Kern District. Lettuce harvesting increased 
in the Palo Verde Valley and decreased in the 
Imperial Valley. Strawberry picking increased on 
the South Coast. Tomato planting was active in 
central interior valleys. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Grasslands across the 
southern half of the Nation generally rated fair 
to good and were improving as a result of adequat 
soil moisture and mild temperatures. Pastures 
began supplying increasing amounts of forage 
reducing the amount of supplemental feeding re- 
quired. Feed and hay supplies proved adequate 
except in a few isolated areas. Calving and 
lambing extended throughout all areas of the 
Nation; no unusual losses were reported. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important ona 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: 
beginning and end of week. 
ties. 
Fieldwork: 
to surplus. 


Temperatures 10° above normal. Rainfall 
Heaviest eastern coun- 


2.3 days. Soil moisture adequate 
Plowing 60% complete. Fieldwork on 
schedule. Feed supply from pasture and stored 
feed very short to short. Condition: Wheat fair; 
pastures poor to fair; livestock mostly fair. 
Activities: Preparation for spring planting, soil 
testing, machinery repair, care of livestock and 
poultry. 


ARIZONA: Unusually warm temperatures through 
19th, maximums mostly 10 to 18° above normal. 
Cooler air, windy conditions 20th, 2lst. Average 
temperatures 6 to 13° above normal. No precivi- 
tation. 

Small grains excellent progress, ideal condi- 
tions. Earliest plantings developing heads, sub- 
stantially ahead normal. Sugarbeets rapid growth. 
Alfalfa growing accelerated rate, abnormally warm. 
Haying well underway, some growers central, west- 
ern areas completed lst cutting. Preparations for 
cotton well advanced, limited planting underway 
Yuma area. Land preparations continued corn, sor- 
ghum. Safflower planting underway. Harvest let- 
tuce Yuma area very good progress, volume movement 
exceeding last year with reduced acreage. Farvest 
mixed vegetables good progress. Earliest planted 
potatoes, dry onions good growth. Preparations, 
plantings cantalioups, watermelons well advanced. 
Deciduous fruit trees substantial spring-like 
growth, small fruit forming. Grape vines growing 
very well. Harvest lemons, tangerines, grape- 
fruit, Valencia oranges making seasonal progress, 
trees abundant new growth, bloom increasing. Very 
poor to poor ranges Desert areas, fair higher ele- 
vations. Cattle fair to good, sheep, lambs, good. 
Water supplies short to adequate. 


ARKANSAS: Very warm with temperatures well above 
normal. Light rain fell at the beginning and end 
of the week with most amounts less than 0.50 in. 
Highest normal 51°, lowest 42°. Highest mean 

59°, lowest 53°. Highest temperature 82°, lowest 
24°. All departures from normal ranged from 13 to 
8°. Most rainfall 1.21 in., least 0.06 in. 

Wheat in good condition. Topdressing applied 
to about one-half of crop. Rain improved pastures 
in most areas, but growth still slow. Tall fescue 
growing. Rye grass looks good. Livestock in fair 
condition. Hay supplies becoming scarce. Four 
days available for fieldwork. 


CALIFORNIA: A few relatively weak weather systems 
passed over early in the week and late in the 
week. Light precipitation amounts were scatter- 
ed haphazardly across the State. Greatest amounts 
were measured along the North Coast near the 
Oregon border. The snow pack in the Sierra keens 
dwindling. A return, for the second consecutive 
week, to above normal means was noted. Some tem- 
peratures were as much as a dozen degrees above 
normal. 

Small grains doing well. Recent warm weather 
stimulated growth and too wet fields expected to 
recover. Aerial application of herbicides in- 
creasing. Some spraying for aphid control noted 
in wheat fields. Sugarbeet fields continue to 
do well. Cotton preplant operations continue. 
Winter cultural practices being completed. Early 
variety stone fruits nearing full bloom upper San 
Joaquin Valley. Desert grapefruit, lemon, Navel 
orange, Minneola tangelo harvests continue. De- 
sert lemons almost finished. All major almond 
varieties, Central Valley, full bloom or past, 


conditions ideal. Artichoke harvest increasing 
Seasonally Central Coast. Asparagus harvest in- 
creasing Delta, Salinas Valley; started Woodland, 
Firebaugh. Carrot harvest active Desert, Kern 
District. Lettuce harvest increasing Palo Verde 
Valley, decreasing Imperial Valley. Strawberry 
harvest increasing South Coast. Planting tomatoes 
active central interior valleys. Range conditions 
look good. Combination good soil moisture, warm 
temperatures produced good growth. More moisture 
needed continue growth. Bees continue to be 
moved into orchards for pollination. 


COLORADO: Most of the week was dry and spring- 
like, with several record high temperatures. A 
fast moving cold front moved through producing 

4 to 10 in. of snow in the mountains and locally 
up to 3 in. at lower elevations. Temperatures 
averaged 9 to 17° above the seasonal normal. 
Water content of precipitation was very light 
and averaged only 0.10 in. or less. 


FLORIDA: Brisk winds, considerable cloudiness, 
and scattered showers prevailed the 16th early 
into the 19th. Locally heavy rain fell Statewide 
on the 18th and early on the 19th with rains of 
3.00 to 6.00 in. along lower east coast. Skies 
cleared on the 19th remaining nearly clear through 
end of period. Mild, near ideal temperatures pre- 
vailed all week. Coldest morning of period was 
the 2lst with some lows in the 30's, northwest 

and 40's and low 50's elsewhere. Scattered show- 
ers spread into Panhandle late on the 22d preced- 
ing a cold front. Rain was light, less than 0.20 
in. Temperatures averaged 5° above normal making 
this the warmest week thus far this year. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. A few dry spots 
as well as a few wet spots still exist in scatter- 
ed areas. Sugarcane harvest active, nearing com- 
pletion. Corn planting underway in northern and 
western counties. Land preparation active all 
areas. Growth of small grains improving. Pas- 
tures poor to fair but improving. Cattle fair to 
good but supplemental feeding still necessary many 
areas. Warm temperatures and rain improved citrus 
grove conditions. New growth and bloom bud for- 
mation beginning. Harvest of early and midseason 
oranges nearing completion. Brisk winds, consid- 
erable cloudiness, scattered showers through early 
26th in vegetable areas. Locally heavy rains at 
midweek with 3.00 to 7.00 in. in sections of lower 
east coast. Skies were mostly clear remainder of 
week. Mild, above normal temperatures prevailed 
all week. Overall shipments 2% below previous 
week. Harvest gains for cabbage, cauliflower, 
cucumbers, eggplant, escarole and peppers. Steady 
supplies available for carrots, celery, sweet corn, 
lettuce, radishes, and squash. Volume declined 
for snap beans, Chinese cabbage, okra, parsley 
and tomatoes. Potato harvest increasing. Quality, 
size mostly good. Fieldwork active, watermelon 
crop. Germination, growth improved by mild tem- 
peratures. Strawberry production should continue 
to increase. Improved yields expected by early 
March. 


GEORGIA: Rainfall varied considerably. Portions 
of extreme southeast and mountains received 3.00 
in. while most south central and southwest less 
than 0.50 in. Large portion north central and 
northeast received over 2.00 in. Other regions 
1.00 to 2.00 in. Amounts from 3.95 in. at Bruns- 
wick to 0.21 in. at Tifton. Temperatures 7 to 10 
above normal in the north, and 2 to 5° above nor- 
mal in the south. Temperatures averaged 47° at 
Clayton in the mountains to 61° at Valdosta. The 
2ist and 22d were warm with rain Statewide on 22d. 
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Soil moisture continued adequate. Field activ- 
ity increasing. Small grains fair to mostly good. 
Pasture conditions fair to good. Cattle and to- 
bacco plants fair to good. Small grain topdress- 
ing increasing. 


HAWAII: Weather variable. Rains during weekend 
brought temporary relief to the Puna, Hilc, 
Hamakua districts, Island of Hawaii. Rains also 
fell in the drought stricken South Kohala and 
Waimea districts. Water reservoirs partially 
filled, but still remains low. New plantings 
have decreased. Flsewhere, Hawaiian chain, rains 
keeping moisture level adequate. 

Vegetables: Bruising lowered quality for 
Snap beans, cucumbers and eggplant from last 
week's stormy winds. Production generally licht 
for most crops except for the heavy volume of 
head cabbage. Bananas: Growers busy salvaging 
and cleaning debris in orchards damaged by last 
week's strong winds. Production light. Rains 
beneficial to Puna fields, Island of Hawaii. 
Papayas: Damage light from last week's strong 
winds. Supplies at moderate volume. Pineapples: 
Harvesting down. Sugar: Harvesting increasing. 
Pastures: Poor in the dry areas. Other sections 
generally fair to good, 


IDAHO: Temperature and precipitation averaged 
above normal most areas. Strong winds in many 
areas late in week. Precipitation evenly dis- 
tributed. Some northern stations received up 

to 0.50 in. Some southeastern stations reported 
sub-normal amounts. 

Calving and lambing progress good. Wet condi- 
tions posing some problems. Feed supplies re- 
main adequate. Marketing and routine winter 
chores main farm and ranch activity. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 15 to 22° above normal. 
Precipitation 1.00 to 1.50 in. most areas, 0.52 
in. northeast, 0.33 in. south. 

Soil moisture 81% short, 18% adequate, 1% sur- 
plus. Winter wheat 3% excellent, 47% good, 44% 
fair, 6% poor. Mostly good condition. 
Machinery repair, livestock feeding, manure haul- 
ing, general farmwork. 


Cold and much snow early, heavy fog 
later. Temperatures 15° above normal and ranged 
from 3 to 72°. Precipitation 0.50 to 1.50 in., 
heaviest central and north. 

Fieldwork nil. Fields wet and muddy. Activi- 
ties: Cutting wood, attending meetings on seed, 
chemicals and management, readying equipment for 
planting season, working on tax records, trucking 
grain and livestock to market, caring for live- 
stock and usual chores. 


INDIANA: 


IOWA: Unseasonably warm until turning cooler with 
rain and snow at the weekend. Temperatures aver- 
aged 22° above normal during the most prolonged 
mild February spell in about 50 years. Precipi- 
tation negligible in the west, heavy in the east 
where 1.00 to 2.00 in. precipitation fell. Snow- 
falls to 5 or 6 in. were reported around Charles 
City and Waterloo southward to Bloomfield with 
lesser amounts in other eastern localities. 


KANSAS: Dry with temperatures well above normal. 
Record breaking highs in 70's and 80's on 20th. 
Temperatures averaged from 49° northwest to 54° 
southeast or 15 to 19° above normal Statewide. 
Wheat condition rated fair, districts vary 
from excellent to poor. Scattered light wind 
damage, greenbugs active southern third, mostly 
light infestations. Spring seeding starting, 5% 
oats seeded. Livestock movement normal. Field- 
work: 4.5 days suitable. 
KENTUCKY: Rain occurred each day during the 
period. 


Activities: 


Total amounts ranged from around 0.50 in. 


north central and west to as much as 1.75 in. over 
portions of east and south central. Temperatures 
averaged 14 to 18° above seasonal normals. 
Precipitation welcome. Subsoil still dry many 
areas. Fieldwork generally not started, but few 
early farmers have been in fields. Only 3 burley 
markets remain open and on a limited basis. 


LOUISIANA: Rains general. Temperatures 5 to 9° 
above normal. Extremes: 36 and 84°. 

Activities: Routine chores and caring for 
livestock. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: 


R Temperature highs averaged 
13” above normal. 


The lows averaged 8° above 
normal. Overall, temperatures were 11° above 
normal. High temperatures averaged in the upper 
90's to low 60's. Lows averaged in the 30's. 

The Patuxent River station reported the most pre- 
cipitation at 1.22 in. Hagerstown reported the 
next highest at 1.15 in. The remaining parts of 
the States including Wilmington, Delaware averaged 
a little more than 0.50 in. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures averaged 15 to 25° above 
normal. Maximum temveratures in 40's and 50's 
most of the week, dropping to 30's and 40's by 
weekend. Precipitation 0.30 in. to 1.00 in. Lower 
and 0.10 in. to 0.20 in. Upper. Extensive dense 
fog across State most of week. Most snowcover 
melted Lower and 3 to 13 in. remaining Upper. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 25° above normal 
in all districts except locally in northeast 16° 
above normal. Extremes: 65° Canby and Lamberton 
and 21° at Hibbing. Precipitation averaged 0.10 
to 0.15 in. below normal in the western districts, 
near normal in the central districts, 0.50 to 0.75 
in. above normal northeast, 0.10 to 0.35 in. above 
normal east central, 0.75 in. above normal south- 
east. Precipitation totals were very light in the 
western districts, less than 0.10 in., 0.10 to 
0.45 in. central districts, 0.50 to 1.00 in. east- 
ern districts, snowfall 1 to 4 in. northeast dis- 
trict, 1.0 in. southeast district, zero elsewhere. 
Snowdepth 1 to 5 in. northeast, 1 in. southeast, 
zero elsewhere. Extremes: Trace Grand Forks, 
0.96 in. Grand Marais. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temveratures above normal. Ex- 
tremes: 27 and 81°. Rainfall very light with 
most areas receiving less than 0.75 in. Greatest 
24-hour rainfall 1.03 in. at Corinth. 

Soil moisture adequate to short. Fieldwork: 
2.0 days suitable. Wheat condition fair to poor. 
Pastures poor. Livestock condition fair to poor. 
Hay and roughage supplies and feed grains short 
to adequate. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged 11 to 20° above 
normal. At the end of the week, a cold front 
passed through bringing cooler air and much need- 
ed moisture. The heaviest precipitation fell 
mainly in east. 


MONTANA: Very mild week. Temperatures averaged 
25° above normal northeast, 23° above normal 

north central, 12° above west. Highest, 70° at 
Billings. Lowest, 6° at West Yellowstone. Moder- 
ate to heavy precipitation over portions of the 
west and southwest. Some mountain areas had 3.00 
to 5.00 in. moisture. Mostly dry and windy over 
Plains. 

Topsoil and subsoil moisture short to adequate, 
except in west adequate to surplus. Specifically, 
subsoil moisture short in eastern third and cen- 
tral districts. Winter wheat condition generally 
fair. Wind damage light to moderate. Snowcover 
light to none. Hay and grain supplies adequate 
with some hay surpluses in west and shortages in 
east. Lambing and calving 10% complete. Grazing 
is open. 
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NEBRASKA: Temperatures 15 to 22° above normal. 
Precipitation less than 0.10 in. in eastern por- 
tion of State; remainder of State zero. 


NEVADA: Mild weather most of week. Weak storm 
early in period brought light precipitation north. 
Following cold front lowered temperatures midweek 
but moderated again end of period. Temperatures 
averaged several degrees above normal. Extremes: 
82 and 1° below zero. 

Winter grains mostly good condition. 
and lambing gaining momentum. 


Calving 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures above normal with re- 
cord high temperatures midweek. Light rain early 
week. Storm end of week brought amounts of 1.00 
to 1.50 in. south, less than 0.25 in. extreme 
north. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures were 7 to 10° above 
normal, averaging 43° north, 46° south and 45° 
coastal. Extremes: 8° at Charlotteburg and 
Long Valley and 72° at Toms River. Precipitation 
was well above normal, averaging 2.20 in. 
north, 1.21 in. south and 1.26 in. coastal. 
Heaviest 24 hour total reported was 2.55 in. at 
Midland Park. 

Farmers caring for livestock and tending to 
other normal winter chores, 


NEW MEXICO: Dry and mild through most of the 
week. Temperatures averaged 5 to 12° warmer than 
normal. 

Open weather prevailed allowing outside work 
to progress unhampered. Soil moisture continued 
short. The main farm and ranch activities 
included land preparation, supplemental feeding 
of livestock, and sheep shearing. Barley in fair 
to good condition with 55% being grazed. Ir- 
rigated winter wheat in good condition with 60% 
being grazed and dryland wheat in fair condition 
with 40% being grazed. Some late season onions 
still being planted in the Mesilla Valley. Ran- 
ges in mostly fair condition with most areas in 
need of rain. Livestock in good condition as 
Supplemental feeding is continuing. 


NEW YORK: Very mild temperatures continue with 
15 to 30° above normal; average reading in the 
mid 40's to lower 50's. Low pressure moving 
south of New York at the end of the week pro- 
duced above normal rainfall in most areas, rang- 
ing from 1.00 to 2.50 in. in the south, 0.25 to 
1.00 in. in the north. Isolated areas in the 
Catskills reported up to 5.00 in. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 6 to 12° above 
normal. Precipitation: 0.10 in. along the 
Outer Banks to 1.50 in. in the mountains. 

Soil moisture: % very short, 27% short, 66% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Fieldwork: 3.3 days 
Suitable. Conditions: Wheat, oats, barley, 
rye, mostly fair to good. Pastures poor to 
mostly fair. Farm feed supplies: Hay, roughage, 
and feed grains mostly adequate. 
Topdressing small grains and pastures, preparing 
and seeding tobacco plant beds, pruning fruit 
trees, applying lime, tending livestock and poul- 
try, planting spring cabbage and Irish potatoes. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Very mild with the average tem- 
peratures 18 to 25° above normal. Many locations 
saw 60° or better temperatures. Overnight lows 
did not drop below 20°, Extremes ranged from 
68° in the south central division on 20th to 20° 
in the central division on 17th. Precipitation 
was scattered and very light. Most rain report- 
ed in northwest with 0.06 in. falling on 21st. 
Snowcover has virtually disappeared with the 
warm temperatures, 

Most fields were bare with some snow remaining 
in sheltered areas in the north central division. 


Major activities: 


The warm weather is stretching feed and fuel 
supplies. Roads generally in good condition 
except for some mud due to snow melt. Some 
cattle and sheep are being marketed with lambing 
expected to increase by next week. Certain seed 
varieties that are anticipated to be in short 
supply this spring are being purchased early by 
some farmers to insure their supply of those 
varieties. 


OHIO: Unseasonably mild temperatures late in 

the week pushed averages well over 10° above nor- 
mal. Highest readings were well into the 50's and 
in the low 60's south. Significant precipitation 
recorded with totals of over an inch at several 
locations. High humidities were accompanied by 
heavy fog on several days. 

Soil temperatures at 4 in. under bare ground 
had climbed into the 40's across the south and 
thawing penetrated several inches even in the 
north. Wheat greening due to above seasonal 
temperatures. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged 9° above normal 
south central to 14° above normal northeast. 
Most stations reported maximum readings in upper 
70's and 80's on 27th. A cooling trend occurred 
over the weekend. All divisions reported pre- 
cipitation, ranging from 0.03 in. Panhandle to 
0.25 in. east central. Nearly all precipitation 
occurred 20th and 21st in conjunction with the 
cool front. 

Wheat, other small grains, and pastures and 
ranges need additional moisture. Dry windy 
conditions continue to increase the danger of 
range fires. 


OREGON: Temperatures 5 to 7° warmer than normal. 
Coastal stations received an average of 4.590 
in. Of rain with Cloverdale receiving a little 
over 6.00 in., 1.50 to 2.50 in. fell in the 
Willamette and southwest valleys; central and 
eastern sections received from 0.50 to 1.50 in, 
Soil moisture supplies mostly adequate to a 
few surplus conditions. Winter wheat reported 
good to excellent; weed spraying continuing. 
Grass seed fields good condition. Pruning con- 
tinuing in berries and tree fruits; dormant 
spraying going on. Pastures beginning to green- 
up. Feed supplies adequate. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Typical mid-April weather prevail- 
ed with record high temperatures and abundant 
rainfall. Maximum temperatures reached the 50's 
and 60's most days while minimums remained in 
the 30's to 50's. Extremes: 70 and 28°, After 
partly sunny conditions first 3 days, clouds, 
rain and drizzle moved in with rainfall last 

4 days totaling 1.00 to 2.50 in. all except 
extreme southeast areas for wettest week since 
October. This was also the warmest week since 
mid-October. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.69 in. or 
1.05 in. above normal. Highest weekly total 

5.11 in. Temperatures averaged about 77° on 
Coasts and 73 to 71° Interior divisions. 
Extremes: 89 and 540°, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Warmest weather of winter occur- 
red during week. Temperatures in the 70's re- 
corded most stations. Nighttime temperatures 

in 50's midweek cooler at beginning and end. 
Steady, moderate rainfall occurred during first 
half of week. 

Main outside activities include setting and 
pruning fruit trees, planting and caring for 
tobacco beds, topdressing pastures, small grains 
and early land preparation for spring planting. 
Small grain condition improved with warmer 
temperatures and additional moisture. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA: Spring-like temperatures spread 
over area. The northeast part of the State 

had a 43° average, which was about 27° above 
normal. The southeast averaged about 25° above 
normal, with average readings in the mid to 
upper 40's. Record high temperatures were 
established on five consecutive days at Sioux 
Falls. However, Yankton and Pickstown had the 
highest readings for the State with 75 and 74°, 
West of the River temperatures averaged mostly 
in the low to mid-40's except for Winner and 
Pierre which had 49 and 47°, Most averages were 
near 25% above normal. Exceptions were Newell 
19°, Rapid City 19°, Martin 18° and Oelrichs 16° 
above normal. Precipitation widely scattered 
and in small amounts. Most significant moisture 
was in the southwest where Oelrichs received 
0.08 in. and Edgemont and Buffalo Gap each had 
0.07 in. Elsewhere a few hundredths fell over 
the northeast. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures were 10 to 15° above 
normal. Precipitation near normal or slightly 
above in the southeast while elsewhere it was 
drier than normal. Rainfall this vear to date 
is still below normal. 

Farm activities include general chores and 
caring for livestock. 


TEXAS: Weather: High pressure conditions pre- 
vailed first half week; Pacific front 2lst 
thunderstorms north, central Texas. Near normal 
eastern portions; 4to 8° above normal remainder. 
Rainfall near normal northcentral Texas; below 
normal elsewhere. 

Crops: Warm weather welcomed relief from re- 
cent subfreezing temperatures; warm, open 
weather continue field operations. Panhandle 
farmers applying preplant irrigation. Corn, 
sorghum planting ahead schedule southern areas, 
Small grain fields responded warm temperatures; 
continued growth decreasing topsoil moisture. 
Panhandle warm, windy days deplete moisture many 
dryland wheat fields. Central, South Texas 
small grain fields show signs of moisture stress, 
Fields Panhandle, Central Texas, signs freeze 
damage. Greenbug infestations increasing with 
warm temperatures. Reported wheat condition: 

2% excellent; 28% good; 46% fair; 23% poor; and 
1* failure. Sugarcane harvest active. 

Commercial vegetables: In the Rio Grande 
Valley, harvest cabbage, carrots, broccoli, 
lettuce continued. Spring onions making steady 
progress, planting watermelon, tomatoes active. 
In the Coastal Bend and East Texas area, cabbage, 
potatoes, lettuce, broccoli planted. In the 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area, harvest cabbage, 
carrots continued. In the Trans-Pecos regions, 
onions continue make good progress. Harvest of 
chili peppers continued, 

Range and livestock: Supplemental feeding 
continued. Calving, lambing, kidding started. 
Livestock remain fair condition. 

















UTAH: Widely scattered areas of rain or snow 
Showers. Accumulated amounts moisture generally 
light. Cooling trend temperatures latter part 
period northwest portion. Average temperatures 
ranged from 4 to 15° above normal. 

Soil moisture situation continuing to become 
more critical on many lower elevation ranges. 
Onion and apple marketing season nearing com- 
pletion. Some potatoes still being sold as 
market has needs. Routine farm chores and care 
of livestock, repair of farm machinery and making 
plans for next year occupy most operators; time, 
Turkey placements continue. Some increase in 
early calves. Early lambs on farm flocks 
dropping. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures well above normal. Ex- 
tremes: mid 70's to teens. Rainfall moderate, 
ranging 0.50 to 1.00 in. with most rain last half 
of week. 

Mild temperatures eased livestock feed require- 
ments and aided calving and lambing operations. 
Precipitation helped water shortage. Topsoil 
moisture still rated short to adequate. An 
average 1.7 days were suitable for fieldwork. 
Winter grains only fair. Supplies of hay and 
Other roughage and feed grain supply below normal. 
Activities of major emphasis: Topdressing small 
grains; overseeding pasture and hay fields; 
spring plowing and disking; fruit tree pruning; 
care and feed of livestock; fertilizing and lim- 
ing; manure spreading; lice and parasite treat- 
ments; tobacco plant bed prevaration; securing 
farm supplies; tax and record work and soil 
sampling. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures were mainly 5 
to 8° above normal and precipitation on the west 
Olympic coast was very heavy, while the rest 
of the west was much above normal. Harvest of 
daffodil and forced rhubarb continued. Pruning 
and caning of berries also took place between 
storms. Winter cauliflower and winter wheat both 
look good. Livestock in good condition and on 
winter rations. Hay supplies remained adequate. 
East: Generally had temperatures 10 to 15° 
above normal while precipitation was above 
normal in most regions, except for the Palouse 
Blue Mt. area where it was much above normal. 
Crops showed negligible damage from cold snap. 
Orchard and vineyard pruning is becoming more 
active. Fertilizing of fields underway on a 
limited basis. The early application of pydrin 
on pears for psylla was reported. Calving 
continued while lambing was near completion. 
Livestock in good shape with adequate feed 
Supplies. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 13° above normal. 
High 73°, low 12°, Precipitation above average 
except in southwest where it was near normal. 
Rains and snow melt alleviated some water 
shortages but many areas still experiencing 
shortages. 

Soil moisture adequate. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 2.1. Main activities: Some plowing 
early in week, calving and lambing. Hay, grain 
and other feed supplies adequate. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures much above normal with 
many record highs in 50's and 60's 16th to 19th. 
Extremes: 65 and 24°, Cooler weekend with 
highs 30's and 40's. Precipitation very light 
until 22nd when slow moving low pressure system 
dumped 1.00 to 1.50 in. rain over State except 
northwest where rain changed to snow. Snow 2.00 
to 4.00 in. west and northwest, with locally 
heavier amounts of 6.00 in. Snowcover melted 
except for new snow 22nd. Frost thawed in upper 
few inches of soil, allowing some absorption 

of heavy rains but runoff brought Kickapoo River 
near flood stage. 


WYOMING: Unseasonably mild and dry. Only area 
to receive significant precipitation was 

extreme west. Snake drainage in northwest corner 
received up to 0.75 in. of rain and snow. Only 
13 of 40 reporting sites received any measurable 
precipitation. Temperatures averaged 12 to 19° 
above normal. Warmest recorded reading 68°. 
Coldest spot, southcentral with 3°. 

Winter wheat mostly good, additional moisture 
would be beneficial. Some spring plowing under- 
way. Livestock mostly good. Some early calving, 
lambing underway. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin Feb. 24, 1981 





International Weather and Crop Summary 
FEBRUARY 16 - 22, 1981 


HIGHLIGHTS 





WESTERN USSR: Above-normal precipitation increased snow depths over much of the winter grain 
belt, but maintained wet conditions in southerly portions, where temperatures 
near freezing again raised the possibility of ice damage. 





EUROPE: Precipitation remained light and temperatures stayed slightly below normal in 
most countries. A return of dry weather in Iberia kept winter grain yield on 
the decline. Dryness persisted in northern Italy. 


NORTHWESTERN Beneficial rainfall occurred Over much of the region, maintaining good winter 
AFRICA: grain conditions in Tunisia and eastern Algeria, and improving prospects in 
western Algeria and northern Morocco. More moisture is needed in northern 
Morocco, however, crop deterioration in southern areas is beyond recovery. 





SOUTH AFRICA: Above-normal rainfall again in the Maize Triangle kept corn crop prospects high. 





CHINA: Cooler temperatures kept winter grains nearly dormant in the south. Reservoir 
supplies are reportedly abnormally low in Beijing area. Abundant rains con- 
tinued in the southeast. 


INDIA: Major winter grain areas received no rainfall. The crop should be nearing 
maturity. 


MEXICO: Warm, spring-like weather speeded development of crops; citrus was ready to 
bloom. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Moderate rainfall in Brazil maintained good conditions for soybeans and corn. 
Drier weather in Argentina may actually have been a relief to crops in some 
low fields. 





WESTERN USSR: Precipitation slackened a little atures reached above freezing across southern 
over the winter grain belt, but still remained portions of the belt, and melted most of the snow 
generally above normal. The moisture fell as snow which had fallen during the previous week. Once 
over much of the belt, increasing the protective again these southerly areas are in a weather 
covering, and only parts of the lower Volga Valley situation where temperatures oscillating about 
appeared dangerously short of snowcover. Tempera- freezing may cause damage as ice forms in wet 
tures remained slightly on the mild side, however, fields. 

posing no threat of winterkill. Daytime temper- 
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EUROPE: Most of the region received light pre- 
cipitation of less than 10mm. Once again, the 
heaviest totals fell in parts of the southeastern 
countries. Coastal areas of the west had some 
increased precipitation, but the moisture did not 
penetrate inland to cover crop areas. For the 
most part, winter grains should remain in good 
condition. However, little or no rainfall over 
most crop areas of the Iberian Peninsula brought a 
return of pessimistic prospects for winter grains 
there. Spring crops will also suffer unless heavy 
rainfall occurs soon. The area depends on abun- 
dant soil moisture reserves to carry crops through 
as the normal dry season begins. Conditions in 
northern Italy remained dry also. The greatest 
deficits prevailed in the western part of the Po 
Valley, but moisture shortages in winter grain . 4 
fields are gradually increasing all across the | 18) EUROPE 

north. Eastern Europe remained snow-covered, and ort. X TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
France and England picked up some snowcover as .9 (25 mm = 1 INCH) 
temperatures remained slightly below normal. February 16-22, 1981 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Two storms spread beneficial 
rainfall over much of the region. The first 
doused southwestern coastal areas of Morocco, but 
left inland winter grain fields dry. To the east, 
it dropped widespread rains across Algeria and 
Tunisian crop areas. Later in the week, the 
second system brought some relief to winter grain 
areas of northern Morocco and added to the week's 
totals to the east. The moisture maintained good 
growing conditions in Tunisia and eastern Algeria, 
and improved conditions in central and western 
. y= 10 Algeria. Soils had become a little too dry in 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA “ 7 this latter area during January and early 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) * L!BYA February. In Morocco, the light amounts which 
(25 mm = 1 INCH) ; 0 fell in southern winter grain areas were probably 
February 16-22, 1981 0 : not sufficient to help seriously stressed crops. 
“tee " Slightly greater amounts in northern areas 
WOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER PACILITY a, : : : ree 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY Pp | benefited winter grains, but additional regular 
| precipitation will be needed as the winter grains 
enter the heading stage of development. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Rainfall increased again over much 
of the Maize Triangle, surging above normal at A fo, B 
many locations. The rainfall pattern complemented 0’ fn 
that of the previous week, and very few areas were 
short of moisture. With corn in the grain-filling 
stage, such abundant soil moisture supplies mean RANGE FI y[L. 
that crop prospects would remain bright even if Lay 3) ; ( 0 








rainfall were to diminish to below normal for the 
remainder of the crop cycle. Ota 
50 
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EASTERN ASIA: Most winter grain areas on the 
North China Plain received only light precip- 
itation as the heaviest amounts occurred in the 
lower Yangtze Valley and the hills to the south. 
The moisture fell as snow in the north. Tem-— 
peratures decreased in most winter grain areas, 
curtailing growth in all but the southern fields. 
This, of course, kept water needs of the crop to a 
minimum. Moisture shortages were greatest to the 
north of the Yellow River, where reservoir levels 
were reportedly much below normal. 


South Korean winter barley remained in dormant but | a : 7 
good condition as precipitation rose much above |”. eae ra <S I” Nf EASTERN ASIA 
normal. Moisture should be in good supply as ert (OG ad 
dormancy breaks in the next few weeks. TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 


February 16-22, 198] 

















SOUTH ASIA: Most of the region received no 
precipitation, with only scattered amounts in 
northern Bangladesh, eastern India, and the Indian 
Peninsula. This weather should be favorable for 
Winter grains, with harvesting normally beginning 
about this time in Madhya Pradesh in central 
India. In the major growing areas of the north, 
the crop should be just starting to turn color. 
Overall crop prospects remain good. 


SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 


February 16-22, 1981 

















MEXICO: Unseasonably warm, spring-like weather 
across the north favored agriculture. Soil 
temperatures averaging 20° C in the northeast were 
warm enough for germination of early corn and 
grain sorghum. Tomatoes, cucumbers, and other 
West Coast winter vegetables progressed well under 
Sunny skies. Some light rains fell over the 
Valles citrus orchards which should have bud 
Swelling and be almost ready to bloom. 


MEXICO 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Conditions remained beneficial for 
corn and soybeans in Brazil. Moderate rainfall in 
Parana kept soils adequately moist for late- 
planted soybeans, but conditions were not too wet 
for harvesting early varieties. Initial harvest 
results point to very good yield prospects. Much 
of the Rio Grande do Sul soybean crop is still in 
flower, and moderate rainfall maintained good 
growing conditions. In Argentina, rainfall 
Slackened substantially over most of the corn/- rai ; po 
soybean belt. This drier weather may actually , a ANG 

have been a relief, for some low areas. were = TNS SOUTH AMERICA 
probably too wet from the abundant rainfall of . f. £ TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
recent weeks. On these good soils, even : a ae (San =! BG 
prolonged dry spell at this time would not : es. February 16-22, 1981 
seriously hurt yields of either corn or soybeans. | [eons 
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